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Chin Shih Huang,1 who achieved the unification of China, was an ambitious and aggressive type of
monarch. After having overthrown the Chou dynasty,2 he named himself emperor and removed local
authority from conquered states. With the central government holding all power, people were forced to
follow the philosophy of Chin Shih Huang. Confucianism’ and other philosophies were ignored in favor of
Legalism:4 people were to follow the laws or be punished accordingly. In his effort to control the thoughts
of the people of China, Chin Shih Huang burned many books and killed government critics. While the lack
of free thought was a serious problem, strong government control led to a well-organized empire, uniformity
of written characters, a common currency, and a shared system of weights and measures.

— Chen Chih-Ping & Chen Shih-Fu, Chinese History —
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One of the most astonishing features of the Roman Empire is the sheer diversity of the geographical and
cultural landscapes it controlled. It was a European empire in the sense that it controlled most of the
territory of the member states of the present EU (European Union), but it pulled together diverse cultures in
Asia (the Near East), Egypt and North Africa that have not been reunited since the spread of Islam. What
we might look for from a contemporary perspective is some conscious encouragement of the diversity of the
different societies that composed the empire. Usually, local customs, laws and even local governments were
permitted to continue unmodified, for the Roman Empire considered tolerance of provincial customs

politically practical.

— Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, “Roman Empire” —
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