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[v}] The time-zone system has promoted organic solidarity.” Note that the tendency to apply a single
standard of time throughout the entire country even when that country is exceptionally wide is to be
found only in societies that emphasize mechanical solidarity and uniformity and strive toward political
centralization. The Soviet Union, for example, is divided into no fewer than 11 time zones, yet all
Soviet airports and railroad stations must observe Moscow time. Similarly, even though it is nearly 50
degrees of longitude™—that is, more than three solar hours—wide, almost the entire area of mainland
China is placed within one and the same time zone. In marked contrast to such extreme
manifestations™ of mechanical solidarity, it is particularly noteworthy that at no time has the United
States, which evidently stresses decentralization, ever seriously considered the possibility of adopting a
single standard of time throughout the entire country. Thus, the standard-time zone system—which
essentially involves a plurality of standards of time—does more than just allow at least some
approximation of clock time to actual solar time. Given that temporal coordination serves to solidify
organic ties among people, this system also seems to be a perfect manifestation of the modern

EEEES

prevalence in the West of interdependence and complementary differentiation over mechanical ties of

similitude™™ and uniformity.
* solidarity A%, Aol #* longitude 7= s manifestation WEFE, o4&

sxx% complementary differentiation A H 44 2}H 3} sk gimilitude AR
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